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Itjvc Ilarshaw Chemical 
Co.,'-.the U.S. Justice Dopnrt-
mciUrand the U.S. Environ-
Ti-.eiiial Protection Agency 
]i?.va tentatively agreed on a 
v.-att.r pollution cleanup pro-' 
graip settling .tl;c .Govern-
ir..ci)JL's pollution case against 
the /j.rnis Elyria plant. 

Attorneys for both sides 
toUj: Federal C o u r t Judge 
"SVilliain K.Tli o m a s llicy 
havp.'r c a c h e d (cnt.ntlvc 
agreciiicnt on a consent dc« 

. y.i. . ... ___^__:. 
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crcc to be .filed with the 
c o u r t probably late this 
week. 

After the lawyer.'; rcport-
, cd to Judge Thomas they' 
were still in disa;;rcement 
on seveî al major points yes-
t c T d a y, he recommended 

•they meet further. Af t o r 
several hours they reported 
back that an understanding 
had been reached. 

The civil action against-
Har.shavv, a division of the 
Dewanee Oil Co., was filed 

mn SUIT 
by t h e , Government . 20 
months ago. It charged the 
firm. was violating the 1899 
Itcfusu Act with discharges: 
of mercury, acids and dis­
solved, suspended and settle-' 
aljle solids into the Black 
R i v e r , , • . . . ; • 

One of the •.major points'. 
in c 0 n t c n 11 0 n, it was 
learned, was the Govern-
ment's insistence.that Har-

"shaw dredge, the Black Pti--
vcr to remove deposits of-
poisonous m e r c u r y that 
still might remain from the 
plant's discharges. 

That requirement will not 
be contained in the consent 
decree. However, the Gov-
crjimcnt is expected to re­
serve the right to return to 
court on thcnicrcury issue 
if and when udditloual in'-

f o r m a t I o n indicates it 
should, It was learned. 

The agreement once filed 
w i II be available for the 
public to examine and com­
ment on for 30 days. 

If it receives approval 
• from the • public and Judge 
Thorhas, it is expected the 

decree will be.adoplcd by 
the Court and v;ill set out 
the details of a water pollu­
tion clean up program for 
Harshaw.. 

It w i l l require interim 
compliance by J u n e .30, 
1975, and total compliance 
by Dec. 31, 1976. 
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